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ship and its discoveries will be con-
nected to live audiences so they can see
what lies beneath the waters and help
inspire a new generation of
‘“‘aquanauts.”

Under Admiral Lautenbacher’s lead-
ership, the National Weather Service
has improved its severe weather warn-
ings. Seconds make a difference during
flash floods, tornados, tsunami, and se-
vere thunderstorms. With improved
scientific knowledge, NOAA is pro-
viding storm-based warnings that give
the public more geographically specific
information about severe weather.
These storm-specific warnings allow
first responders and those in harm’s
way to take the necessary actions to
protect lives and property.

An important part of NOAA’s mis-
sion is to understand and predict
changes in the Earth’s environment.
Admiral Lautenbacher has led U.S. ef-
forts working with more than 60 coun-
tries and the European Commission to
develop the Global Earth Observation
System of Systems, GEOSS. Earth ob-
servations are critical to our under-
standing of complex climate and ocean
systems. With improved data about the
interconnectedness of Earth systems,
we will be better equipped to help
emergency managers make evacuation
decisions, to aid State and local deci-
sionmakers in protecting coastal com-
munities and improving infrastructure
development, and to more accurately
predict weather and climate changes
that affect our economy.

Admiral Lautenbacher also worked
closely with Senator STEVENS and me
to reauthorize the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. This act marks a natural evo-
lution in fisheries management be-
cause it recognizes not only the need to
carefully manage fish populations, but
the ocean ecosystems our fisheries oc-
cupy.

Given the size of the U.S. Exclusive
Economic Zone in the Pacific and the
reliance of Hawaii and the Pacific Is-
lands on the oceans, NOAA’s programs
are of critical importance to the Pa-
cific. More than lending technical as-
sistance, Admiral Lautenbacher
matched word to deed by growing
NOAA’s capacity in the Pacific re-
gion—from establishing a new National
Marine Fisheries Service regional of-
fice and lab, to breaking ground on a
NOAA Pacific Regional Facility, to de-
veloping the data and environmental
monitoring infrastructure needed to
support science-based management.

Admiral Lautenbacher has my grati-
tude and deserves our Nation’s grati-
tude for his dedication to public serv-
ice. I wish him well as he moves into
the next chapter of his life.®

———

TRIBUTE TO BOB DEMERSSEMAN

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate
Bob DeMersseman of Rapid City, SD,
for over 22 years of service with the
Rapid City Economic Development
Partnership.
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Mr. DeMersseman is retiring this De-
cember after an impressive career of
service with the Economic Develop-
ment Partnership. For 19 of the 22
years, Bob served as president of the
organization. During his tenure, Bob
and his staff and the city’s economic
development groups have created and
expanded two industrial parks, set up
the low-interest Rapid Fund loan fund,
developed the Western Research Alli-
ance to promote a growing technology
community and created the Black Hills
Business Development Center, an incu-
bator to help researchers, inventors
and entrepreneurs turn their ideas into
commercial ventures.

Bob has been instrumental in forging
vital and important relationships and
partnerships with area Chambers of
Commerce, economic development or-
ganizations, universities and commu-
nity officials. There was a time when
local communities didn’t foster such
working relationships and with the
guidance and advice of leaders like
Bob, this improved tremendously.
Today, when one Black Hills commu-
nity attracts or expands a business,
other communities realize that they
also benefit.

While developing partnerships and
relationships between communities
and their leaders, Bob has also realized
that economic development and at-
tracting businesses and industries to
the local area has become increasingly
competitive. Bob along with other
Rapid City and Black Hills leaders
have done a commendable job in cre-
ating and developing more tools for the
tool box to promote Rapid City and the
Black Hills to national and inter-
national prospects. He has helped to
acquire and expand land tracts for
business and industrial parks, worked
hard to promote and market Rapid
City and the Black Hills communities
and provided valuable guidance on
issues impacting the future promotion
and growth of Rapid City and the
Black Hills region. He has worked hard
to expand Rapid City’s economic base.

Here is what a few of Bob’s peers say
about his impact on economic develop-
ment in the Rapid City area. ‘“‘In my
opinion, Bob has been at the front end
of developing a very diversified eco-
nomic development program for Rapid
City, and he will be remembered for
putting a lot of great things in place,”
said Mark Merchen, chairman of Black
Hills Vision, a group working to create
a regional technology corridor.

‘“Bob has been such a key part of our
team effort to create economic devel-
opment in Rapid City,” said Pat
Burchill, chairman of the Rapid City
Economic Development Foundation,
the partnership’s real estate arm. ‘‘Our
success has a lot to do with Bob’s ef-
forts.”

I commend Bob for his passionate
dedication and tireless work to expand
and enhance Rapid City’s economic po-
tential as well as helping to develop
and promote that same potential in the
Black Hills region. I wish him all the
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best in his retirement and know that
he will bring a high level of enthu-
siasm, energy, dedication and commit-
ment to his retirement endeavors.e

——————

REMEMBERING MICHAEL PROCTOR
SMITH

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, today
I wish to celebrate the life of Michael
Proctor Smith, who passed away at his
home in New Orleans on Friday, Sep-
tember 26, 2008. He was 71. Michael, a
native of New Orleans, was an award-
winning professional freelance photog-
rapher who chronicled the music, cul-
ture, and folklife of New Orleans and
the State of Louisiana for over 40
years.

Michael was well known for docu-
menting New Orleans social club pa-
rades and jazz funerals, neighborhood
traditions, Mardi Gras Indians, spir-
itual church ceremonies, and many of
the city and State’s renowned jazz,
blues, rhythm and blues, and gospel
musicians. He was a fixture at every
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival
since it began in 1970 until his retire-
ment in 2005. His works are inter-
nationally recognized and are perma-
nent collections at a number of muse-
ums including the Bibliothque Na-
tional in Paris, the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art, the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Historic New Orleans Collec-
tion, the New Orleans Museum of Art,
the Ogden Museum of Southern Art,
and the Louisiana State Museum.

In the last few years, Michael had
been honored with numerous awards
celebrating his work. He received a
Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Louisiana Endowment for the Human-
ities in 2002 and was named Music Pho-
tographer of the Year by Offbeat maga-
zine. In 2004 he received a Mayor’s Arts
Award from the Arts Council of New
Orleans and a Clarence John Laughlin
Lifetime Achievement Award from the
New Orleans/Gulf South chapter of the
American Society of Media Photog-
raphers. In 2005, he received the
Delgado Society award from the New
Orleans Museum of Art, the first pho-
tographer to be so honored. The recipi-
ent of two Photographer’s Fellowships
from the National Endowment for the
Arts, Michael’s prints have toured
worldwide through the U.S. Informa-
tion Agency.

Michael’s photographs grace the cov-
ers of many CDs and record albums, il-
lustrate numerous books and magazine
articles published in America and Eu-
rope, and are a staple of documentary
films on the rich cultural history of
New Orleans and Louisiana.

He was also an original owner and
founder of Tipitina’s, an iconic music
club located at the corner of Napoleon
Avenue and Tchoupitoulas Street in
uptown New Orleans.

Michael is survived by his partner
Karen Louise Snyder; his brother Jo-
seph Byrd Hatchitt Smith; two daugh-
ters, Jan Lamberton Smith and Leslie
Blackshear Smith; and three grand-
children, Chance King Doyle, Leslie
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